
Boyd  E. Wickm an  p as sed  away p eacefu lly on  25 Ap r il 20 17 a t  h is  h om e in  Ben d , 

Or egon . He was  bor n  in  Mar t in ez ,  Ca lifor n ia ,  on  17 Ju n e 19 30  t o  Em il Ellis  

Wickm an  an d  Fer n  Belin da  Hoy. He was  p r eceded  in  dea t h  by h is  dau gh t er ,  

Ju lie  Wickm an - Leon es ,  an d  s t epson , Joh n  Ch r is t ian son . He is  su r vived  by h is  

dau gh t er ,  Lau r a  F. Wickm an - Car le ; b r o t h er ,  Rober t  Wickm an ; s t ep son , Jay 

Ch r is t ian son ; gr an dch ild r en , Ka i,  Wyat t , an d  Gar r et t  Ch r is t ian son  an d  Ian  an d  

Em ily Leon es ; an d  h is  lon g- t im e com p an ion , Mim i Gr aves . 

Boyd  gr ew u p  in  Or in da , Ca lifor n ia ,  wh er e h e sp en t  cou n t les s  h ou rs  ou t door s . 

He was  act ive in  t h e Boy Scou t s , wh er e h e becam e an  Eagle Scou t . His  m an y 

h ikes  an d  cam p in g  t r ip s  t o  t h e h igh  cou n t r y in flu en ced  h is  ch osen  p r ofes s ion . 

Boyd  r eceived  a  Bach elor  of Scien ce deg r ee in  en t om ology from  t h e Un iver s it y 

of Ca lifor n ia  in  19 58 . In  19 6 6 , h e com p let ed  h is  Mas t er  of Scien ce degr ee in  

for es t  en t om ology an d  la t er  con t in u ed  h is  p os t - gr adu a t e edu ca t ion  wit h  

cou r ses  in  for es t  ecology, s ilvicu lt u r e,  an d  en t om ology, aga in  a t  t h e Un iver s it y 

of Ca lifor n ia ,  Ber keley. 

Aft er  s er vin g  in  t h e U.S. Ar m y du r in g  t h e Kor ean  con flict ,  h e jo in ed  t h e U.S. 

For es t  Ser vice. In  19 6 0 , h e was  g iven  t im e off by t h e For es t  Ser vice t o  be t h e 

as s is t an t  t o  t h e m edica l d ir ect or  a t  t h e Squ aw Valley Win t er  Olym p ics . 

Boyd  h ad  a  d is t in gu ish ed  ca r eer ,  p r im ar ily as  a  r esea r ch  en t om ologis t  for  t h e 

USDA For es t  Ser vice’s  Pacific Nor t h wes t  Resea r ch  St a t ion . Ear lier  in  h is  ca r eer ,  

h e wor ked  for  s ever a l yea r s  a t  t h e Pacific Sou t h wes t  Resea r ch  St a t ion  in  

Ca lifor n ia . Fr om  19 6 7 t o  19 9 3, h e was  t h e Resear ch  Wor k Un it  Pr o ject  Leader  in  

Cor va llis  an d  LaGr a n de, Or egon . 

He was  a  h igh ly r espect ed  scien t is t  wh o p u blish ed  m or e t h an  10 0  p r ofes s ion a l 

p ap er s  du r in g  h is  car eer . As  a  m an  of h igh  in t egr it y,  Boyd  d id  n ot  sh y away 

fr om  t akin g  t h e ap p rop r ia t e  s t an ce on  u n p op u la r  or  con t r over s ia l is su es . In  t h e 

19 6 0 s ,  h e sp oke ou t  aga in s t  t h e u se of DDT aga in s t  for es t  defo lia t or s  wh en  

t h er e was  op pos in g  p r es su r e t o  u se t h is  in sect icid e on  p u blic lan ds . In  t h e en d , 



Boyd’s  p os it ion  was  p r oven  t o  be t h e ap pr op r ia t e  on e. Sim ila r ly,  in  t h e face of 

op p os it ion , Boyd  a lso  advoca t ed  for  t h e t r ea t m en t  of for es t  s t an ds  wit h  legacy 

o ld - gr owt h  p on der osa  p in e t r ees ,  n ow dep ar t ed  fr om  h is t or ic con d it ion s ,  in  

or der  t o  p r o t ect  t h em  fr om  dep r eda t ion  by t h e wes t er n  p in e beet le . 

Aft er  r et ir in g  in  19 9 3 fr om  t h e U.S. For es t  Ser vice,  Boyd  sp en t  m an y year s  a s  a  

con su lt in g  for es t  en t om ologis t . In  t h is  cap acit y,  Boyd  ap p lied  h is  t a len t s  in  a  

wide va r iet y of s et t in gs ,  in clu d in g  exp er t  t es t im on y in  s ever a l cases  r ela t ed  t o  

wild fir es  an d  for es t  in sect s  an d  den dr och r on ologica l s t u d ies  of m u lt i- cen t u r y 

defo lia t or  ou t br eaks . 

Boyd  a lso  ser ved  t h e Nor t h wes t  For es t r y Associa t ion  for  10  yea r s ,  wh er e h e 

p a r t icip a t ed  in  n u m er ou s  field  t r ip s  t h a t  addr es sed  com p lex is su es  of for es t  

eco logy an d  p r esen t ed  lect u r es  t o  con gr es s ion a l s t a ffer s  on  for es t  h ea lt h . 

Add it ion a l sp ecia lized  act ivit ies  in clu ded  ser vin g  in  Alaska  as  a  s cien ce advisor  

t o  t h e Ken a i Pen in su la  Bor ou gh  Sp r u ce Beet le  Task For ce,  m an agin g  t h e 

h is t or ic Pr in gle Fa lls  Exp er im en t a l For es t  facilit y n ea r  Ben d , Or egon , an d  

ser vin g  as  Scien ce Rep r esen t a t ive on  t h e Desch u t es  Pr ovin ce Advisor y 

Com m it t ee wit h in  t h e In t er ior  Colu m bia  Bas in  Ecosys t em  Man agem en t  

Pr o ject . 

Wh ile m an y r esea r ch  en t om ologis t s  devot e t h eir  en t ir e  ca r eer s  t o  t h e s t u dy of 

on e or  t wo in sect s ,  Boyd  was  ext r em ely br oad- based  in  h is  wor k. He was  

r ecogn ized  as  an  au t h or it y on  wood- bor in g  in sect s ,  wes t er n  sp r u ce bu dwor m , 

Pan dor a  m ot h , wes t er n  p in e beet le ,  Dou glas - fir  t u ssock m oth , an d  t h e u ses  of 

den dr och r on ology. 

Th r ou gh ou t  h is  p r ofes s ion a l ca r eer ,  Boyd  h ad  a  p ass ion  for  t h e h is t or y of 

for es t  en t om ology in  t h e wes t er n  Un it ed  St a t es . He was  ded ica t ed  t o  

p r eser vin g  p h ot ogr ap h s  an d  r ep or t s  of h is t or ic s ign ifican ce t h a t  descr ibed  

ea r ly wor k in  t h e field  of for es t  en t om ology. Man y of t h ese va lu able r esou r ces  

cover  con t r o l p r o ject s  an d  su r veys  fr om  th e ea r ly 19 0 0 s  in  Cr a t er  Lake Na t ion a l 

Pa r k,  sou t h er n  Or egon , an d  n or t h er n  Ca lifor n ia . 



Boyd  t h orou gh ly r esea r ch ed  t h e ca r eer s  of su ch  ea r ly p ion eer s  a s  H. E. Bu r ke, 

Joh n  M. Miller ,  Joh n  Pa t t er son , F. P. Keen  an d  o t h er s , an d  h e pu blish ed  

n u m er ou s  wor ks  t h a t  docu m en t  t h e co lor fu l h is t or y of for es t  en t om ology in  

t h e Wes t . A p ar t icu la r ly im p r es s ive p u blica t ion  descr ibed  t h e lives  an d  wor k of 

Bu r ke an d  Miller  (“ Har r y E. Bu r ke an d  Joh n  M. Miller ,  Pion eer s  in  Wes t er n  

For es t  En t om ology”  USDA For es t  Ser vice PNW- GTR- 6 38  [20 0 5])  in  t h e 

Bu r eau  of En t om ology. 

He a lso  p u blish ed  p ap er s  on  t h e fir s t  la r ge- sca le ba r k beet le  con t r o l p r o ject s  in  

t h e ea r ly 19 0 0 s  an d  ea r ly for es t  in sect  r esea r ch  in  t h e Pacific Nor t h wes t  in  t h e 

Ash lan d  Field  St a t ion  (19 12– 19 25). As  p ar t  o f h is  effor t s  t o  p reser ve h is t or ic 

m at er ia ls  an d  m ake t h em  ava ilab le for  fu t u r e r esea r ch er s ,  Boyd  con t r ibu t ed  t o  

t h e es t ab lish m en t  of a  sp ecia l co llect ion  of p ap er s  an d  p h ot ogr ap h s  in  t h e 

Ban cr oft  Libr a r y a t  t h e Un iver s it y of Ca lifor n ia ,  ca lled  “ Th e His t or y of For es t  

En t om ology on  t h e Pacific Slop e”  (Ca lifor n ia ,  Or egon , an d  Wash in gt on ). Fr om  

19 9 3 t o  20 0 4 , Boyd  co- ch a ir ed  t h e His t ory Com m it t ee of Wester n  For es t  In sect  

Wor k Con fer en ce wit h  Malcolm  Fu r n is s  an d  San dr a  Kegley. 

Boyd  was  a  m em ber  of n u m er ou s  p rofes s ion a l societ ies  (En t om ologica l Societ y 

of Am er ica ,  Wes t er n  For es t  In sect  Wor k Con fer en ce,  Tr ee Rin g  Societ y,  

In t er n a t ion a l Un ion  of For es t r y Resear ch  Or gan iza t ion s ,  Or egon  

En t om ologica l Socie t y)  an d  h eld  offices  in  s ever a l o f t h ose organ iza t ion s . He 

was  on e of t h e ea r lies t  Cer t ified  En t om ologis t s  in  t h e En t om ologica l Societ y of 

Am er ica  an d  t h e fir s t  an d  lon ges t - ser vin g  Em er it u s  Scien t is t  w it h  t h e Pacific 

Nor t h wes t  Resea r ch  St a t ion , USDA For es t  Ser vice in  Ben d . He was  in  gr ea t  

dem an d  a r ou n d  t h e wor ld  as  a  lect u r er  an d  ser ved  as  an  Ad ju n ct  Pr ofes sor  a t  

Or egon  St a t e Un iver s it y. Th r ou gh ou t  h is  life ,  Boyd  was  an  im p or t an t  m en t or  t o  

a sp ir in g  you n g en t om ologis t s . 

Th e Wes t er n  For es t  In sect  Wor k Con fer en ce p r esen t ed  h im  wit h  t h e Fou n der ’s  

Awar d , a  h igh ly p r es t ig iou s  h on or  for  ca reer  ach ievem en t ,  wh ich  en cap su la t ed  

t h e ded ica t ion  t h a t  h e h ad  for  h is  p r ofess ion . 
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