
Rob Reid , a  na tive  Albertan , forest en tom ologist and  ou tstand ing horsem an, passed  to  the  
grea t m ounta ins Decem ber 27, 2016 in  Le thbridge , Alberta  a t the  age  of 91. He  is survived by 
h is wife  Be tty, daughte r Hea ther, and  sons Michae l and  David . The  son  of a  ra ilroad  m an , Rob  
grew up  in  Verm ilion  where  he  exce lled  in  school and lea rned to  fish  and hunt in  the  nearby 
fie lds. But h is grea test love  was d riving horse  d rays for peop le  in  town and  rid ing horses. In  
1942, Rob  en listed  in  the  Air Force  and  was assigned  to  the  northern coast of British  Colum bia . 
He  was a  gunner on  a  Canso Flying Boa t (PBY) for the  rem ain ing war years looking for Japanese  
subm arines and  incendia ry ba lloon  bom bs. Afte r the  war, he  stud ied  forestry a t University of 
British  Colum bia  and  rece ived  h is PhD. from  Montana  Sta te  University. 

 Rob  sum m arized  h is ea rly work in  a  th ree  part pub lica tion (Re id  1962a,b ; 1963) tha t included  
in te raction  be tween  the  bee tle  and its host. Based  on  those  find ings, he  form ed a  research  
team  with  Malcolm  Shrim pton  (tree  physiologist), and  Stu Whitney (pa thologist) to  study the  
in te raction  be tween  the  host tree  and  the  m ounta in  p ine  bee tle  with  its associa ted  b lue sta in  
fungi. Les Safranyik, who succeeded  Rob  a t Ca lgary, recounted [paraphrased]: “Rob showed the  



im portance of resin  p roduction  in  b rood  estab lishm ent and  surviva l [Stud ies on  the  role  of b lue 
sta in  fungi in  tree  resistance  had  not been reported  p reviously]. Th is work was followed  by 
investiga tions of the  host defensive response  [for which  they coined  the term , “secondary 
resinosis”] to  the  bee tle  and  inocu lation  with  b lue  sta in  fungi (Reid  e t. a l 1967).The ir stud ies 
showed  for the  first tim e the  im portance  of lodgepole  p ine-bee tle -b lue  sta in  in te raction  and  
tha t m anagem ent needs to  focus on  the  host, not the  m ounta in  p ine  bee tle  itse lf.” (Safranyik 
2002) 

Rob  Reid’s p ioneering m ultid iscip linary approach to  bark bee tle  research  was u tilized  by others 
in  subsequent stud ies of tree  resistance  and associa ted  m icroorgan ism s involving other bark 
bee tles, includ ing the  work of Erik Christiansen  on Ips typographus in  Norway and Alan  
Berrym an on  Scolytus ven tra lis. His own study of fecundity and  in te rna l changes in  the  fem ale  
bee tle  (Re id  1962b) con tribu ted  to la te r work by Mike  Atkins a t Victoria  on  the  Douglas-fir 
bee tle . 

In  1970, Rob transfe rred  to  the  Northern Forest Research Centre  in  Edm onton  where  he  
becam e Program  Manager for the  Entom ology and  Pa thology program  and , la te r, Assistant 
Director of the  Centre . Rob  and  Betty purchased  a  sm all farm  near Mille t, sou th  of Edm onton, 
in  the  early 70’s.There , Rob  ra ised  qua lity horses and  becam e well known, having lea rned 
firsthand  from  professiona l tra iners tha t he  associa ted  with  over the  years. Rob  tra ined  h is 
quarter horses in  m any d iscip lines includ ing show, tra il rid ing, cu tting, and  even  fox hunts in  
Texas. Along the  way, he  deve loped  friendsh ips with  m any accom plished  horsem en who he  
describes in  h is pub lica tion  “Our Alberta  Hom e” http ://oura lbertahom e.com . On occasion , Rob  
was a  gu ide  with  renowned  ou tfitte r, Jim  Thom pson , of Inverm ere, B.C., includ ing a  hun ting trip  
with  John  Diefenbaker, Prim e  Min iste r of Canada . Rob  com m ented m any tim es about the  
hum or, and friendsh ip  of John  Diefenbaker a round  the  cam p fire . 

http://ouralbertahome.com/




favorite  Rocky Mounta in  loca tions, includ ing Willow Creek, Ya Ha Tinda  Ranch , Ram  River, 
Whitehorse  Creek, and  the  Willm ore  Wilderness and  ad jacen t Jasper Nationa l Park. Bob  
Stevenson  rode  with  Rob to  som e of these  p laces. One a lways knew where Rob  was in  the  pack 
string by h is happy, in -tune , whistling, which  cheered  up the  riders during a  long day. Rob’s last 
pack trip , a t age  75, was for ten days in  the  Willm ore , end ing in  a  terrific snow storm  a t the  top  
of Jack Pine  Pass. Rob  and  h is long tim e  friend , Jack Gosney, were  m errily ta lking about the  old  
days, ob livious to  the  storm , and  a t the  end  of the  day Rob  was still whistling a  happy tune . 

Re fe re n ce s . 

Re id  RW (1962a) Biology of the  m ounta in  p ine  bee tle , Dendroctonus m onticolae  Hopkins, in  the  
east Kootenay region  of British  Colum bia : I. Life  cycle , b rood  deve lopm ent, and  fligh t periods. 
Can Entom ol 94:531–538 

Reid  RW (1962b) Biology of the  m ounta in  p ine  bee tle , Dendroctonus m onticolae  Hopkins, in  the  
east Kootenay region  of British  Colum bia : II. Behaviour in  the  host, fecundity, and  in te rna l 
changes in  the  fem ale . Can  Entom ol 94:605–613 

Reid , R.W. 1963. Biology of the  m ounta in  p ine  bee tle , Dendroctonus m onticolae  Hopkins, in  the  
East Kootenay Region  of British  Colum bia . III. In teraction be tween  the  beetle  and  its host, with  
em phasis on  brood  m orta lity and surviva l. The  Canadian Entom ologist. 95:225-238. 

  

Re id , R.W.; Whitney, H.S. Watson, J.A. 1967. Reaction  of lodgepole  p ine  to a ttack by 
Dendroctonus ponderosae  Hopkins and  b lue  sta in  fungi. Canad ian  Journal of Botany. 45:1115-
1126. 

Safranyik, L. 2002. Founders Award address. 53rd  Annua l Weste rn  Forest Insect Work 
Conference, Whitefish , Montana . April 23-25, 2002. 

Photo cap tions. 

Rob  Reid , stand ing a t fa r righ t, and personne l of the  Ca lgary Forest Zoology Lab, 1955. Other 
WFIWC m em bers in  photo a re  Rona ld  Sta rk, standing a t fa r left, and Roy Shepherd  to  h is le ft. 

Rob  re laxing a t end  of a  day’s ride  a t Ya  Ha  Tinda .ranch , north  of Banff, 2004.Photo by R.E. 
Stevenson . 

Subm itted  by Robert Stevenson  and Malcolm  Furn iss with  con tribu tions from  Herb  Cerezkeand  
Rob’s fe llow horsem en, Cliff Henderson  and  Dennis Quin tilio 


